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Ghoulish greetings from the High Country!  We love the change of the seasons at camp.  The aspen leaves turn 
golden, the elk begin bugling, the days are shorter and the weather cools.  We break out our Carharts and sweat-
ers and hike through the same forests and meadows that only 2 months ago we hiked through in shorts and 
t-shirts.  We already had our fi rst snow (back in September!) and we are gearing up for what some say could be 
a long cold winter in the mountains…which makes us love the summer even more!

All the animals are busy making preparations for the upcoming winter months.  The Abert squirrels are no lon-
ger waiting for the Million Dollar Buffet each week—they are making regular appearances in the lodge hoping 
to put a few chippy dippy bars in their food store for the winter.  A resident porcupine thinks the Big Spring of-
fi ce provides some additional shelter from the wind, so he has been a regular in the tree next to the Chalet.  The 
coyotes are in their family groups for a few more weeks—and without the sounds of Miss Sanborn or games 
in the fi eld to drown them out—their sounds, and the hoots of the Great Horned Owls, are all you can hear at 
night. 

And with the shortening days, the mornings are darker and the night arrives earlier—making the night sounds 
last even longer.  Even though we know the “crunch, crunch” sound in the aspen grove is just a deer or an elk 
munching on some of the remaining grass…it seems a little spookier without all of you around singing, laugh-
ing and fi lling the forest with the brightness of summer.  

So we want to celebrate this spooky season with you in this Explorer and online www.sanbornwesterncamps.
com .  Let us know how you are doing—midterms exams are coming up and most of you are already half way 
through your 1st semester (this is good because you are already ¼ of the way back to camp!)—also, we have 
a new feature on our photo page, a “Question of the Month”.  Email us your responses (this month’s question:  
Where is the Spookiest place at Camp?) and we’ll include them in our next edition.  We are even going to have 
a camp “Halloween” costume contest online.  Vote soon and vote often!  

We hope you all take time to think back to your summer as the days grow shorter—because, as snows begin 
to blanket the crunchy aspen leaf covered forest fl oor, we all want to hear from our friends from brighter days.  
Text a camp friend a quick hello, drop Mike or Julie an email, or write your counselor and make his or her day 
(college students get even LESS mail at school than they do at camp!)  Keep in touch—it will make the summer 
seem less far away.  

Happy Fall and Happy Halloween to all!
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Twas the night before Halloween and all through the ranch the animals were stirring-- 
So was every tree branch,
The Jack-o-Lanterns were placed at the Interbarn with care,
In hopes that the Great Pumpkin soon would be there.

Ryan, Ariella, Sheriff Johnny, and Elizabeth were all snug in their beds.
While visions of witches þ ew in their heads.
Julie in her ókerchief and Mike Mac in his cap
Had just gone to the lodge for a midnight snack.

When out on the road there arose such a racket
They ran to put on a warm autumn jacket.
Away to the window they þ ew like a þ ash
Tore open the red doors and made a quick dash.

The moon on the þ uttering, yellow leaves
Made the night seem to glow with a sickly unease.
When what to their wondering eyes should appear
But Jerry and Jane wearing capes and yelling a spooky strange cheer.

At least they thought it was them, so cackly and scary
(Who would have thought it from people so merry?)
More rapid than red tails the creatures they came
As they rang the bell, shouted and called them by name

ñCome Vampire! Come, Werewolf! Mummy and Creeper
Frankenstein! Scarecrow, Zombie, and Grim Reaper!
To the top of the Tree House, to the top of Little Blue.
We have treats to deliver, weôve got quite a few!ò

The dry leaves that before the wild hurricane þ y
As the stars disappeared in the dark night sky.
So to the cabins they went and with the monsters they climbed
With a bag full of treats, as the midnight clock chimed.

And then, in a twinkling, they heard on the roof
The prancing and pawingéof mountain goat hoofs?
Mike and Julie came inside and were turning around
When down the chimney the ghouls came with a bound.
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They were covered in cobwebs, from head to shirt
And their costumes from Heisler were covered with dirt.
A bunch of yummy candy they had in big boxes
They looked like really old, really smelly pack oxes.

But beneath all the muck, odor and smell
They were good little spirits (Mike and Julie could tell)
A wink of an eye in the wig covered head
Soon led them to know they had nothing to dread.

They spoke not a word, but went straight to their work
Cleaning out spaces where the critters might lurk
And leaving the boxes of candy for all
They rose through the air and left through the wall

They howled into the wind, and left them with a warning:
ñThis is a ghouls camp you know, you shouldnôt be here in the morning!ò
With a ý endish giggle as they disappeared from sight
They heard a distant, ñHappy Halloween to all and to all a good fright!ò
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the october night sky

One of the most exciting deep-sky objects is found just above Andromeda’s knee.  The Andromeda Nebula is actually 
an entire galaxy, like our own Milky Way Galaxy.  It is composed of a hundred billion stars and is over two million light 
years away.  If the night is very dark, you can just see a fuzzy patch - it is the most distant object the unaided eye can 
see.   Other highlights in October include:
  
1. The Full Moon of Oct. 6 rises N of east shortly before sunset. For next two or three evenings, Moon rises in twilight. 
Moon rises farther north nightly through Oct. 11. 

2.  Morning Moonwatch: While we’re still on daylight saving time in October, we don’t need to arise too early to enjoy 
tracking the waning Moon Oct. 7-20 in a dark predawn sky. Follow the Moon’s progress past the Pleiades, Aldebaran, 
Castor and Pollux, Saturn, and Regulus in these early morning hours. 

Upcoming Night Sky events: A transit of Mercury on Nov. 8 followed by its best appearance of this year, at dawn in 
November-December. On December 10, a compact trio of planets, the tightest involving naked-eye planets until the 
year 2053, all within a VERY small area! Venus emerges as an evening “star” in December. Mars and Jupiter overtake 
Antares three weeks apart in the morning sky in December-January. Venus and Saturn move from opposite horizons 
in the evening sky in late January 2007 into a close pairing at midyear. There’ll be two total lunar eclipses in 2007.  
One can be seen on March 3rd, when you’ll get to see part of the eclipse at moonrise and, the other, just after camp on 
August 28th at moonset.  
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Have you ever wondered why bats are so scary?  The 
answer is: theyôre not.  Misconceptions that bats are ñdirtyò 
or ñblood suckersò have come through misinformation and 
scary ý lms like Dracula.  In actuality, bats are really, really 
cool.  

Bats are mammals from the order Chiroptera, meaning 
ñhand-wingò in Greek, which accurately describes this ani-
malôs most unusual anatomical feature.  The wing of a bat 
is very similar to our hand except that its ý ngers are elon-
gated. If we were to have ý ngers like a batôs they would be 
about 6 feet long.  WOW!  

There are an incredible number of different kinds of bats in 
the world.  Because of this, bats can be found almost ev-
erywhere (except for some oceanic islands, the Artic and 
Antarctica).  Though most bat species inhabit the tropical 
and semitropical areas for the world, they are very com-
mon in the U.S..

Bats have the same senses as all mammals plus one 
extra. Echolocation--a type of acoustic orientation--is how 

bats both navigate and catch their food. A bat emits a se-
ries of supersonic cries through its mouth or nose and can 
detect objects by the echoes reþ ected back.  Using echo-
location a bat can avoid something in its þ ight path the 
width of a human hair. Bats can catch 3000 insects a night 
using echolocation, which is the same as you and I eat-
ing 50 large pizzas in 6-8 hours. Bats echolocate at such 
a high frequency we canôt hear them as they þ y around. 
Which is probably good for uséotherwise we might never 
get any sleep!

In the U.S., bats are beneý cial members of the animal 
community.  They help to control night-þ ying insects, pol-
linate þ owers and scatter the seeds of plants.  Their guano 
is rich in nitrogen and makes fantastic fertilizer.  In time, 
as we reverse some of our misconceptions about bats, we 
can hopefully begin to accept this soft furry creature as 
a natural part of our surroundings and to have a greater 
appreciation for the role it plays in contributing to a healthy 
ecosystem.  
Information about bats obtained from the Smithsonian Institution
http://www.si.edu/RESOURCE/FAQ/nmnh/batfacts.htm
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